
 

30.4.4 Duties of the Market Monitoring Unit 

The Market Monitoring Unit shall advise the Board, shall perform the Core Functions 

specified in Section 30.4.5 of Attachment O, and shall have such other duties and responsibilities 

as are specified in Attachment O.  The Market Monitoring Unit may, at any time, bring any 

matter to the attention of the Board that the Market Monitoring Unit may deem necessary or 

appropriate for achieving the purposes, objectives and effective implementation of 

Attachment O. 

The Market Monitoring Unit shall not participate in the administration of the ISO’s 

Tariffs, except for performing its duties under Attachment O.  The Market Monitoring Unit shall 

not be responsible for performing purely administrative duties, such as enforcement of late fees 

or Market Party reporting obligations, that are not specified in Attachment O.  The Market 

Monitoring Unit may (i) provide, or assist the ISO’s efforts to develop, the inputs required to 

conduct mitigation, and (ii) assist the ISO’s efforts to conduct “retrospective” mitigation (see 

Order 719 at PP. 369, 375) that does not change bids or offers (including physical bid or offer 

parameters) at or before the time such bids or offers (including physical bid or offer parameters) 

are considered in the ISO’s market solution.   

30.4.5 Core Market Monitoring Functions 

The Market Monitoring Unit shall be responsible for performing the following Core 

Functions: 

30.4.5.1 Evaluate existing and proposed market rules, tariff provisions and market 

design elements and recommend proposed rule and tariff changes to the ISO, to 

the Commission’s Office of Energy Market Regulation staff, and to other 

interested entities, including the New York Public Service Commission, and 



 

participants in the ISO’s stakeholder governance process.  Provided that: 

30.4.5.1.1 The Market Monitoring Unit is not responsible for systematic review of 

every tariff and market rule; its role is monitoring, not audit. 

30.4.5.1.2 The Market Monitoring Unit is not to effectuate its proposed market 

design itself. 

30.4.5.1.3 The Market Monitoring Unit’s role in recommending proposed rule and 

Tariff changes is advisory in nature, unless a Tariff provision specifically 

concerns actions to be undertaken by the Market Monitoring Unit itself.   

30.4.5.1.4 The Market Monitoring Unit must limit distribution of issues or concerns 

it identifies, and its recommendations to the ISO and to Commission staff in the 

event it believes broader dissemination could lead to exploitation.  Limited 

distributions should include an explanation of why further dissemination should 

be avoided at that time. 

30.4.5.2 Review and report on the performance of the wholesale markets to the 

ISO, the Commission, and other interested entities such as the New York Public 

Service Commission and participants in its stakeholder governance process on at 

least a quarterly basis, and issue a more comprehensive annual state of the market 

report.  The Market Monitoring Unit may issue additional reports as necessary. 

30.4.5.2.1 In order to perform the Core Functions, the Market Monitoring Unit shall 

perform daily monitoring of the markets that the ISO administers.  The Market 

Monitoring Unit’s daily monitoring shall include monitoring of virtual bidding.  

30.4.5.2.2 The Market Monitoring Unit shall submit drafts of each of its reports to 

the ISO for review and comment sufficiently in advance of the report’s issuance 



 

to provide an effective opportunity for review and comment by the ISO.  The 

Market Monitoring Unit may disregard any suggestions with which it disagrees.  

The ISO may not alter the reports prepared by the Market Monitoring Unit, nor 

dictate the Market Monitoring Unit’s conclusions. 

30.4.5.3 Identify and notify the Commission staff of instances in which a Market 

Party’s or the ISO’s behavior may require investigation, including, but not limited 

to, suspected Market Violations.   

30.4.5.3.1 Except as provided in Section 30.4.5.3.2 below, in compliance with § 

35.28(g)(3)(iv) of the Commission’s regulations (or any successor provisions 

thereto) the Market Monitoring Unit shall submit a non-public referral to the 

Commission in all instances where it has obtained sufficient credible information 

to believe a Market Violation has occurred.  Once the Market Monitoring Unit has 

obtained sufficient credible information to warrant referral to the Commission, the 

Market Monitoring Unit shall immediately refer the matter to the Commission 

and desist from further investigation of independent action related to the alleged 

Market Violation, except at the express direction of the Commission or 

Commission staff.  The Market Monitoring Unit may continue to monitor for 

repeated instances of the reported activity by the same or other entities and shall 

respond to requests from the Commission for additional information in connection 

with the alleged Market Violation it has referred.   

30.4.5.3.2 The Market Monitoring Unit is not required to refer the actions (or failures 

to act) listed in this Section 30.4.5.3.2 to the Commission as Market Violations, 

because they have: (i) already been reported by the ISO as a Market Problem 



 

under Section 3.5.1 of the ISO Services Tariff; and/or (ii) because they pertain to 

actions or failures that: (a) are expressly set forth in the ISO’s Tariffs; (b) involve 

objectively identifiable behavior; and (c) trigger a sanction or other consequence 

that is expressly set forth in the ISO Tariffs and that is ultimately appealable to 

the Commission.  The actions (or failures to act) that are exempt from mandatory 

referral to the Commission are: 

30.4.5.3.2.1 failure to meet a Contract or Non-Contract CRIS MW Commitment 

pursuant to Sections 25.7.11.1.1 and 25.7.11.1.2 of Attachment S to the ISO 

OATT that results in a charge or other a sanction under Section 25.7.11.1.3 of 

Attachment S of the ISO OATT; 

30.4.5.3.2.2 Black Start performance that results in reduction or forfeitures of 

payments under Rate Schedule 5 to the ISO Services Tariff;  

30.4.5.3.2.3 any failure by the ISO to meet the deadlines for completing System Impact 

Studies, or any failure by a Transmission Owner to meet the deadlines for 

completing Facilities Studies, under Sections 3.7 and 4.5 of the ISO OATT that 

results in the filing of a notice and/or the imposition of sanctions under those 

provisions; 

30.4.5.3.2.4 failure of a Market Party to comply with the ISO’s creditworthiness 

requirements set forth in Attachment K of the ISO Services tariff, or other action, 

that triggers sanctions under Section 7.5 of the ISO Services Tariff or Section 

2.7.5 of the ISO OATT, specifically: (i) failure of a Market Party to make timely 

payment under Section 7.2.2 of the ISO Services Tariff or Section 2.7.3.2 of the 

ISO OATT that triggers a sanction under Sections 7.5.3(i) or 7.5.3(iv) of the ISO 



 

Services Tariff, or Sections 2.7.5.3(i), 2.7.5.3(iv), or 2.7.5.4 of the ISO OATT; (ii) 

failure of a Market Party to comply with a demand for additional credit support 

under Section 26.6 of Attachment K of the ISO Services Tariff that triggers a 

sanction under Section 7.5.3(i) of the ISO Services Tariff or Section 2.7.5.3(i) of 

the ISO OATT; (iii) failure of a Market Party to cure a default in another 

ISO/RTO market under Sections 7.5.3(iii) of the ISO Services Tariff, or Section 

2.7.5.3(iii) of the ISO OATT that triggers a sanction under either of those tariff 

provisions; (iv) failure of a Market Party that has entered into a Prepayment 

Agreement with the ISO under Appendix K-1 to Attachment K to the ISO 

Services Tariff to make payment in accordance with the terms of the Prepayment 

Agreement that triggers a sanction under the Prepayment Agreement or 7.5.3(i) of 

the ISO Services Tariff; and (v) failure of a Market Party to make timely payment 

on two occasions within a rolling twelve month period under Section 7.5.3(iv) of 

the ISO Services Tariff, or Section 2.7.5.3(iv) of the ISO OATT that triggers a 

sanction under either of those provisions. 

30.4.5.3.2.5 bidding in a manner that results in a penalty under Section 23.4.3.3.4 of 

the Market Mitigation Measures.  

30.4.5.3.2.6 submission of inaccurate fuel type information into the Day-Ahead Market 

that results in a penalty under Section 23.4.3.3.3.3 of the Market Mitigation 

Measures.  

30.4.5.3.2.7 submission of inaccurate fuel type and/or fuel price information into the 

Real-Time Market that results in a penalty under Section 23.4.3.3.3.4 of the 

Market Mitigation Measures.  



 

30.4.5.3.2.8 failure to report Carbon Emissions data or failure to report accurate 

Carbon Emissions data that results in a penalty under Section 15.9.2 of the ISO 

Services Tariff. 

To the extent the above list enumerates specific Tariff provisions, the exclusions 

specified above shall also apply to re-numbered and/or successor provisions thereto.  The Market 

Monitoring Unit is not precluded from referring any of the activities listed above to the 

Commission.  

30.4.5.4 Identify and notify the Commission staff of perceived market design flaws 

that could be effectively remedied by rule or tariff changes. 

30.4.5.4.1 In compliance with § 35.28(g)(3)(v) of the Commission’s regulations (or 

any successor provisions thereto) the Market Monitoring Unit shall submit a 

referral to the Commission when the Market Monitoring Unit has reason to 

believe that a market design flaw exists, that the Market Monitoring Unit believes 

could effectively be remedied by rule or tariff changes.   

30.4.5.4.1.1 If the Market Monitoring Unit believes broader dissemination of the 

possible market design flaw, and its recommendation could lead to exploitation, 

the Market Monitoring Unit shall limit distribution of its referral to the ISO and to 

the Commission.  The referral shall explain why further dissemination should be 

avoided. 

30.4.5.4.1.2 Following referral of a possible market design flaw, the Market 

Monitoring Unit shall continue to provide to the Commission additional 

information regarding the perceived market design flaw, its effects on the market, 

any additional or modified observations concerning the Market Monitoring Unit’s 



 

proposed market rule or tariff change, any recommendations made by the Market 

Monitoring Unit to the ISO, its stakeholders, Market Parties or state public service 

commissions regarding the perceived market design flaw, and any actions taken 

by the ISO regarding the perceived market design flaw. 
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